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CROCKERNE C OF E PRIMARY HISTORY TIMELINE 

 

Year What happened in Pill and 
the local area? 
The name "Pill" comes from 
the Welsh word Pîl  which means 
a tidal inlet or harbour. The later 
name Crockerne Pill (literally 
'pottery wharf') arose from the 
fact that an industrial-scale 
pottery thrived nearby. 

What happened in 
Britain? 

The World 

BC/BCE – Before Christ was Born 

700,000BC  Old Stone Age  
Britain is joined to Europe 
(no sea in between)  

 

 

130,000 BC  Neanderthal Britain  

25,000BC  Ice Age  

12,000BC  Home Sapiens lived in 
Britain 

 

6000 BC  Britain become an Island 
– the land bridge 
between Britain and 
Europe was flooded. 

 

3100 BC   Ancient Egyptian 
Civilisation begins. 

 
3,000BC  New Stone Age begins 

Skara Brae was built in 
the Orkney Islands in 
Scotland.  You can still 
find remains today. 

 

 

2,800 BC  They begin to build 
Stonehenge 

 
 
 

2,600 BC   Ancient Mayan 
Civilisation begins 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pil_(placename)
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Year What happened in Pill and 
the local area? 
The name "Pill" comes from 
the Welsh word Pîl  which means 
a tidal inlet or harbour. The later 
name Crockerne Pill (literally 
'pottery wharf') arose from the 
fact that an industrial-scale 
pottery thrived nearby. 

What happened in 
Britain? 

The World 

2,100 BC  Bronze Age begins – 
bronze is used to make 
weapons and tools. 

 

 

2,000 BC  Stonehenge is completed 

 

 

1136 - 
1327 

  Pharaoh Tutankhamen 
rules Egypt 

 
800BC   Ancient Greece 

civilisation begins 

 
776BC   First Olympic Games 

 
 

750 BC Stokeleigh Camp 
 (Leigh woods) 

 

Iron Age – Iron is now the 
most useful metal. 

 

 

750BC   Homer writes the Iliad 
and Odyssey. 

500BC  Celtic people arrive from 
Central Europe 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pil_(placename)


 

3 
 

CROCKERNE C OF E PRIMARY HISTORY TIMELINE 

Year What happened in Pill and 
the local area? 
The name "Pill" comes from 
the Welsh word Pîl  which means 
a tidal inlet or harbour. The later 
name Crockerne Pill (literally 
'pottery wharf') arose from the 
fact that an industrial-scale 
pottery thrived nearby. 

What happened in 
Britain? 

The World 

 
490BC   The Battle of Marathon – 

Ancient Greece 

 
146 BC   Rome defeats the Greeks 

– End of Ancient Greek 
rule. 

55BC  Julius Caesar tries but 
fails to invade Britain 

 

44BC   Julius Caesar is murdered 
in Rome. 

 
30 BC   The death of Cleopatra is 

the end of Ancient Egypt 

 
 AD – Anno Domini – In the year of our Lord 

30 AD   Jesus Crucified 

43 AD   Romans invade and 
Britain become part of 
the Roman Empire 

 

 

50 AD  London Founded  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pil_(placename)
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Year What happened in Pill and 
the local area? 
The name "Pill" comes from 
the Welsh word Pîl  which means 
a tidal inlet or harbour. The later 
name Crockerne Pill (literally 
'pottery wharf') arose from the 
fact that an industrial-scale 
pottery thrived nearby. 

What happened in 
Britain? 

The World 

 
50 AD Romans came to Bath and 

began to use the springs. 

 

  

61 AD  Boadicea leads revolt 
against the Romans 

 

 

80 AD   The Colosseum of Rome 
completed 

 
122 – 128 
AD 

 Emperor Hadrian builds a 
wall on the Scottish 
Boarder 

 

140 AD  Romans conquer Scotland  

401 AD – 
410 AD  

 The Romans withdraw 
from Britain: Anglo Saxon 
migrants begin to settle. 

 

 

450AD  First invasions of Jutes 
from Jutland, Angles from 
South Denmark and 
Saxons from Germany 

 

476AD   End of the Roman 
Empire 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pil_(placename)
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Year What happened in Pill and 
the local area? 
The name "Pill" comes from 
the Welsh word Pîl  which means 
a tidal inlet or harbour. The later 
name Crockerne Pill (literally 
'pottery wharf') arose from the 
fact that an industrial-scale 
pottery thrived nearby. 

What happened in 
Britain? 

The World 

866 – 877 
AD 

 Invasion of Viking Army 

 

 

867AD  Vikings capture York city 
and rename it Yorvik – 
Viking capital of England. 

 

1055AD  Westminster Abbey is 
completed. 

 

1066AD  The Anglo-Saxon 
era ended with William of 
Normandy's triumph at 
the battle of Hastings in 
1066, new era of Norman 
rule began. 

 

 

1430 Pill Ferry first mentioned in 
history. 

  

1494 The Pill Hobblers are 
known to have existed to 
moor ships. 

Henry VIII was king 

 

 

1497 The pilots of the past were 
born in Pill and generally 
followed a family path into 
the service. 

 

Henry VIII was king  

1558  Queen Elizabeth 1 
ascends to the throne. 

 
 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pil_(placename)
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Year What happened in Pill and 
the local area? 
The name "Pill" comes from 
the Welsh word Pîl  which means 
a tidal inlet or harbour. The later 
name Crockerne Pill (literally 
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fact that an industrial-scale 
pottery thrived nearby. 

What happened in 
Britain? 

The World 

 
 
 

5th 
November 
1605 

 Guy Fawkes tried to 
assassinate King James 1 
by attempting to blow up 
Parliament 

 

 

2 
September 
1666 

 Great Fire of London – 
Charles 1 is King 

 

 

1680 Blackbeard the Pirate was 
born in Bristol 

 

Charles II was king 

 

 

1806 -   
1859 
 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel   

21 June 
1831 

Brunel designed the Clifton 
Suspension Bridge. 

 

Queen Victoria was 
Queen of England (1819 – 
1901 

 

 

1843 Brunel's SS Great Britain is 
one of the most important 
historic ships in the world. 
She was called 
'the greatest experiment 
since the Creation'.  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pil_(placename)
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Year What happened in Pill and 
the local area? 
The name "Pill" comes from 
the Welsh word Pîl  which means 
a tidal inlet or harbour. The later 
name Crockerne Pill (literally 
'pottery wharf') arose from the 
fact that an industrial-scale 
pottery thrived nearby. 

What happened in 
Britain? 

The World 

 
8th 
December 
1864 

Clifton Suspension Bridge 
completed. 

 

  

24 
November 
1815 – 20 
October 
1842 

 Grace Darling 

 

 

1838  Grace Darling saved 
sailors from being ship 
wrecked.  
 

 

1869 Clevedon Pier Opened 
Victorian 
Clevedon changed from a 
farming village into 
a popular seaside town. 
The Victorian craze for sea 
bathing was met in the late 
19th century by saltwater 
baths next to the pier and 
bathing machines on the 
main beach. 

 
 

 
 

 

August 4th 
1914  

 First World War declared. 
George V was king 

 
 
 

 

November 
11th 1918 

 First World War ends  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pil_(placename)
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Year What happened in Pill and 
the local area? 
The name "Pill" comes from 
the Welsh word Pîl  which means 
a tidal inlet or harbour. The later 
name Crockerne Pill (literally 
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fact that an industrial-scale 
pottery thrived nearby. 

What happened in 
Britain? 

The World 

 
 

3rd 
September 
1939 

 Britain declares war on 
Germany in response to 
the invasion of Poland – 
WW2 has begun. King 
George VI was king. 

 

 

10th May 
1940 

 Winston Churchill 
becomes Prime Minister 

 

 

8th May 
1945 

 Britain celebrate the end 
of the war on Victory in 
Europe day. 

 

 

6th 
February 
1952 
(Her reign 
continues) 

 Elizabeth II succeeds her 
father George VI to the 
throne. 

 

 

October 
1970 

Clevedon Pier collapses. 
 

  

May 1997 
and, on 
23rd May 
1998 

Clevedon pier was re-
opened by Sir Charles 
Elton, Bart., great-great-
grandson of the Chairman 
of the original Clevedon 
Pier Company. 
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