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What? 

When?

End of year (May) assessments for 
children in Y6

Assess children across maths, reading 
comprehension, spelling and grammar. 
Writing is not assessed in SATS.

Tests the children’s knowledge of 
these areas form the whole of KS2

Take place in one week- starting 
Monday 11th May



Why?

The million dollar question! 

Are they used by secondary schools?

What do children gain from them?

Aren’t they just for league tables?

Why don’t schools refuse to do them?

When do we get the results?

Does my child have to sit them?

What is in the tests?

What do the scores mean?



Punctuation & Grammar

A 45 minute test
A range of questioning styles
A total of 50 marks available
The questions get progressively harder.

Testing knowledge & application of grammar terms 
and rules, knowledge & application of correct 
punctuation and knowledge of vocabulary.



Punctuation & Grammar



Spelling

A test of 20 spellings
The score is added to the Grammar and 
Punctuation test to give a score out of 70
No time limit 
The questions get progressively harder.

Testing knowledge of spelling rules 



Reading

A booklet with 3 or 4 different texts to read
Questions are asked about each of the texts.
A total of 50 marks available
1 hour to complete the test
A range of question styles

Testing the ability to: explain words and meaning, retrieve 
information, summarise, make inferences, identify how word 
choice enhances meaning and make comparisons.



Reading



Maths - arithmetic

A booklet of 36 questions
A total of 40 marks
30 minutes to complete the test.
The questions get progressively harder.

Testing knowledge of the 4 rules of calculation – including 
working with decimals, knowledge of the equal sign, fractions 
– including adding, subtracting, dividing and multiplying 
fractions, finding a percentage or a fraction of an amount, 
square and cube numbers and using BODMAS.



Maths - Arithmetic



Maths - Reasoning

2 separate tests booklet of about 25 questions
A total of 35 marks
40 minutes to complete the test.
The questions get progressively harder.
Marks maybe given for accurate methods, but errors in 
the answer.

Testing knowledge of all maths taught across KS2. 
Assesses the reasoning and  application of maths.



Maths - Reasoning



Writing

No ‘formal’ assessment. 
A Teacher Assessment given in June – a selection of 
schools across the authority every year are moderated 
to check assessments. 

Children are teacher assessed against a set of given 
criteria. All of the criteria must be achieved to be seen as 
‘working at the expected level’,



Writing

2 The national curriculum states that 
pupils should be taught to ‘use the 
diagonal and horizontal strokes that are 
needed to join letters and understand 
which letters, when adjacent to one 
another, are best left unjoined’. 



What do 
the scores 
mean?

For reading, Maths and SPaG, raw 
scores will be converted to a 
standardised score out of 100.

90 – 100 Working towards 
expected standards

100 – 110 Working at expected 
standards

110+ Working beyond expected 
standards (greater depth)



What next?

Any 
Questions?

The next 7 months…

SATs revision / practice homework for 
maths and SPaG starting after half 
term.

Small focus groups within school time 
for reading and maths (extra to 
lessons).

Practice papers – familiarising 
children with the papers and 
questioning style.


