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Sketchbooks 

National Curriculum (England) guidance states that children should ‘create 

sketchbooks to record their observations and use them to review and revisit 

ideas.’ This doesn’t mean they are exclusive to Key Stage 2 and at 

Crockerne we establish the use of sketchbooks in our EYFS and beyond. 

 

The sketchbook is a very personal document. It records the thinking 
process which often leads to outcomes but the book itself becomes an art 
form. The word itself needs revisiting as ‘sketch’ implies drawing to many 
people, yet the sketchbook can include: 

 drawings or notes,  
 key words,  
 pieces of fabric or material,  
 found objects,  
 colours,  
 photos,  
 texts,  
 rubbings,  
 annotations,  
 visual references. 
 Drawing is usually the main content of these books and has purpose 

if used for perception, for invention, for communication and for action. 
The sketchbook is very important for this and it is also a place where 
children can record their ideas, their thinking, their evaluations, their 
experimentation, as well as their individuality.  
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