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Key Concepts Learning possibilities Scientific Enquiry What they should know 

• Describe how living things are 

classified into broad groups 

according to common observable 

characteristics and based on 

similarities and differences, 

including  micro-organisms, 

plants and animals 

 

• Give reasons for classifying 

plants and animals based on  

specific characteristics. 

 

• Use secondary sources to learn about 

the formal classification system devised 

by Carl Linnaeus and why it is important.  

• Use first-hand observation to identify 

characteristics shared by the animals in 

a group.  

• Use secondary sources to research the 

characteristics of animals that belong to 

a group.  

• Use information about the 

characteristics of an unknown animal or 

plant to assign it to a group.  

• Classify plants and animals, presenting 

this in a range of ways e.g. Venn 

diagrams, Carroll diagrams and keys.  

• Create an imaginary animal which has 

features from one or more groups 

• Report and present findings from 

enquiries, including conclusions, causal 

relationships and explanations of and a 

degree of trust in results, in oral and 

written forms such as displays and 

other presentations  

• Identify scientific evidence that has 

been used to support or refute ideas 

or arguments  

• Record data and results of 

increasing complexity using scientific 

diagrams and labels, classification 

keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and 

line graphs 

 

• Recognise that living things can be 

grouped in a variety of ways. (Y4 - 

Living things and their habitats)  

• Explore and use classification keys to 

help group, identify and name a variety 

of living things in their local and wider 

environment. (Y4 - Living things and 

their habitats)  

• Describe the differences in the life 

cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an 

insect and a bird. (Y5 - Living things and 

their habitats)  

• Describe the life process of 

reproduction in some plants and animals. 

(Y5 - Living things and their habitats) 

Cultural Capital 

Steve Irwin  

1962 – 2006 

An Australian naturalist and animal campaigner 

most well known for his television show ‘The 

Crocodile Hunter’. 

Key Vocabulary 

Vertebrates, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals, invertebrates, 

insects, spiders, snails, worms, flowering, non-flowering 


