
Reading in Year 5 at Crockerne Primary School 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers,  
 
As we are sure you are aware, as well as being an enjoyable pastime, 
reading impacts hugely on children’s writing ability and general learning. 
We encourage children to read as much as possible, both at home and in 
school.  
To assist with the difficult task of choosing a new book, we have put 
together a suggested reading list for Year 5. This is not an exhaustive list, 
but it represents a cross-section of books suitable for your child.  
As you are aware, children are assessed against a range of reading targets, 
based on the expected standards for Year 5. To help your child develop as a 
confident, analytical reader we have included a range of questions you 
could ask your child to prompt discussion about what they are reading.  
To encourage your child to read regularly, we suggest the following:  

 Allow your child to pursue their own interests and make own 
reading choices – we have a wide selection of books in school 

 Set aside a quiet place and time for reading (20-30mins a day is 
ideal)  

 Alternate ‘easy’ reads with more challenging texts  

 Show an interest in what your child is reading – use the suggested 
discussion prompts  

 Although most Year 5 children will choose to read independently, 
try to make some time to read with/to your child  

 
Suggested Discussion Prompts:  
What do you think is going to happen next?  
What questions would you ask your favourite character?  
What might this character have been thinking?  
Choose a word to describe this character and explain why you chose it.  
Can you find any powerful verbs?  
Why has the author chosen to use specific vocabulary? What is the effect 
of this?  
Can you think of another story that is similar to this one?  
Why do you think the author chose this setting?  
Was there any part of the story you didn’t like and why?  
When do you think this story is set? What makes you think that?  
Would you recommend this book and why?  
Have you read any other stories by this author? Would you like to read any 
others?  
 

 

 



Suggested Reading Books/Authors:  
David Walliams – Billionaire Boy, Ratburger, Awful Auntie, Gangster Granny  
Roald Dahl – Danny Champion of the World, The Witches  
Michael Morpurgo – War Horse, Butterfly Lion, Escape from Shangri-La  
Malorie Blackman – Hacker, Thief!  
Darren Shan – Cirque du Freak Series, Larten Crepsley Series, Demonata 
Series  
J. K. Rowling – Harry Potter Series  
Phillip Pullman – His Dark Materials Trilogy  
Anthony Horowitz – Alex Rider Series, Diamond Brothers Series  
Terry Deary – Horrible Histories  
Artemis Fowl - Eoin Colfer  
The Wind in the Willows – Kenneth Grahame  
Jungle Book – Rudyard Kipling  
Black Beauty – Anna Sewell  
Treasure Island – Robert Louis Stephenson  
Alice in Wonderland – Lewis Caroll  
The Chronicles of Narnia – C.S. Lewis  
War of the Worlds – H. G. Wells  
The Iron Man, The Iron Woman - Ted Hughes  
Stig of the Dump – Clive King  
Holes – Louis Sachar  
Elidor, The Owl Service – Alan Garner  
Hunger Games – Suzanne Collins  
Tom Gates Series – Liz Pichon  
Percy Jackson Series – Rick Riordan  
Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate events– Daniel Handler  
Chronicles of Ancient Darkness – Michelle Paver  
A Monster Calls – Patrick Ness 


